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SAN SALVADOR FOR TODMAN 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: PINS. PINT, ES. NU 

SUBJECT: EXCERPTS FROM JANUARY 26, 1978 NOON BRIEFING 

THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE OCCURRED TODAY IN DEPARTMENT PRESS 
BRIEFING: 

Q: JUST A GENERAL QUESTION ON THE SITUATION IN NICARAGUA. 

AND THEN, WHY DID TODMAN NOT GO? I MEAN, BEYOND THE EX- 
PLANATION THAT IT WAS RECENT DEVELOPMENTS? 

A: HE DIDN'T GO, QUITE FRANKLY, BECAUSE OF THE SITUATION 
THERE, AND YOU KNOW WHAT THE SITUATION IS THERE. HE HAD 
BEEN SCHEDULED TO MAKE A ONE-DAY FAMILIARIZATION VISIT. 

WITH A GENERAL STRIKE UNDER WAY IN NICARAGUA. IT WAS 
DECIDED THAT HIS VISIT WOULD BE MORE APPROPRIATE AT ANOTHER 
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TIME. 

Q: DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
ASSASSINATION OF CHAMORRO RELEVANT TO THE INVOLVEMENT OF 
THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT OF PRESIDENT SOMOZA? SPECIFICALLY 
SINCE THERE HAS BEEN SOME CONFUSION ABOUT WHO OWNS THE 
BLOOD PLANT, WHOSE OFFICIAL SEEMED TO BE INVOLVED, OR IS 
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ACCUSED OF BEING INVOLVED IN THIS, DOES THE STATE DEPART- 
MENT KNOW WHO OWNS THE BLOOD PLANT? AND ALSO, HAS THERE 
BEEN ANY MOVEMENT TO EXTRADITE PEDRO RAMOS THAT YOU KNOW 
OF? 

A: NO, TO ANSWER THAT LAST QUESTION. INSOFAR AS THE 
GENERAL STATUS OF THE ASSASSINATION AND WHOEVER MAY BE 
IMPLICATED IN IT, WE UNDERSTAND THE INVESTIGATION IS 
CONTINUING. WE KNOW THAT FOUR NICARAGUAN SUSPECTS HAVE 
BEEN ARRESTED AND ARE UNDER DETENTION. ONE OF THE SUSPECTS 
HAS MADE STATEMENTS APPARENTLY IMPLICATING THREE OTHER 
PERSONS, INCLUDING DR. RAMOS. HE HAS DENIED ANY IN- 
VOLVEMENT IN THE CRIME. TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, 

NO ONE HAS BEEN FORMALLY CHARGED IN THIS MATTER. WE ARE 
PREPARED TO COOPERATE ON ANY ASPECTS INVOLVING SUPPOSED 
ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES. WE HAVE RECEIVED NO (AS 
I REPREAT MYSELF) NO REQUEST FOR EXTRADITION. WE DO, 
OBVIOUSLY, HAVE AN EXTRADITION TREATY WITH NICARAGUA WHICH 
HAS BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE 1907. AND I REALLY DON’T HAVE 
ANY CONJECTURE ON WHO IS INVOLVED. 

Q: AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW, RAMOS WAS THE MANAGER, OR 
ALLEGEDLY THE OWNER-MANAGER, OF THIS BLOOD PLANT, AND SOME 
OF THE PRESS ACCOUNTS SAID THAT SOMOZA HAD AN INTEREST IN 
THE BLOOD PLANT. SOME SAID HE OWNED IT. SOME SAID HE 
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RENTED THE BUILDING. CAN THE EMBASSY IN MANAGUA FIND OUT 
WHO OWNS IT AND WHAT SOMOZA'S INTEREST IN IT IS? 

A: I WILL SEE IF WE HAVE ANYTHING ON IT. I HAVE SEEN THAT 
CONJECTURE. 

VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS RELEASES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE021787 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: KLMARSHALLMMS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780039-0756 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 97801 18/aaaaaotl. tel 

Line Count: 101 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: cb3009e0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15 feb 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3706235 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EXCERPTS FROM JANUARY 26, 1978 NOON BRIEFING THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE OCCURRED TODAY IN DEPARTMENT PRESS 
BRIEFING 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, US, NU 
To: MANAGUA SAN SALVADOR 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/cb3009e0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



